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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Schlein, Miriam Abingdon Press 
HOW DO YOU TRAVEL? Cloth; $1.50 


By bus- by train- by car- by plane? And how do other creatures travel,- birds, 
elephants, flies, rabbits? At picture book level, when rhythm and words mean a lot, this 
is a natural, and manages to get over an interesting concept at a young listener's accep- 
tance. There's sure to be some follow up of imitative hop and slither, scramble and 
climb- in wre-school style. Miriam Schlein has done some nice things in concept building 
(see Shapes, When Will the World Be Mine? etc.) The three tone spreads and spots by 
Paul Galdone, accentuate the ideas in harmony with the text. (8/9). 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 
Le Grand Abingdon Press 


TOM BENN AND BLACKBEARD, THE PIRATE $2.00 


* A legend heard down around Ocracoke Inlet in North Carolina makes rare good 
fodder for another of Le Grand's bombshells of Americana (see When the Mississippi was 
Wild and Cats for Kansas for other such). The skeleton of the story- the bones of the 
tale- are 11 year old Tom's bravery and daring as he goes off with the pirates who have 
come to his home for supplies, and on a return raid, slips overboard in a tub to warn the 
U. S. Navy of mean Blackbeard's intent. Le Grand's imagination, in words and booming pic- 
tures, makes the most of things. Fun for everyone. (8/9) 


Whitman 
THE LITTLE RED ROOSTER LEARNS TO CROW Reinforced cloth; $1.75 


A barnyard saga by @ favorite regional author neatly outlines the problems of 
growing up in humorous style. Ashamed of his squeaks, the baby rooster wanders off- is 
even more chagrined when he hears young ducks, geese and turkeys quacking, honking and 
gobbling easily. He is lost and papa's crow guides him home and inspires him at last to 
crow too. Imaginative color and content in Katherine Evans' pictures. Pastedown over 


cloth (Publ.) 


Justus, May 


EASY READING 


Goddard, Carrie Lou Abingdon Press 
JESUS GOES TO SCHOOL Paper over board; $1.00 


A simple story of Jesus' childhood takes an episode that could have happened and 
builds on it with word and sound images that give the feeling of a typical school day in 
ancient Nazareth. As morning lessons begin, Jesus and his schoolmates help their master, 
who lets them sit in the courtyard,and for the traditional lesson in the sacred laws, there 
is the statement of faith as Jesus recites: "You shall do what is right and good in the 
sight of the Lord.” Line and color in Doris Stolberg's pictures are over sweet but appeal - 


ing. (8/9) 


Tippett, James S. Abingdon Press 


SEARCH FOR SAMMY Cloth: $1.50 


Out of the ordinary comes excitement- in an extremely friendly, and urgent, 
little girl-and-beagle story. Sammy is a beagle puppy and one day as his small mistress 
Ann sits dreaming of adventures that never happen to her, Sammy slips off and gets lost. 
The whole family searches- for a week- and when he's found you'll be as glad as they. 
Sammy is a wonderful puppy. Beth Krush's pictures bring out his qualities in full. (8/9) 
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Easy Reading- continued June 15, 1954 
Little, Brown 


SKEET $2.00 ® 


Skeet is a California burro- cute as a button and a very steady character. He 
heads a pack train for a tourist camp and through the years has become so attached to his 
home and his duties that when he's given to a nearby ranch, he heads home at the first 
opportunity. Small Billy, the rancher's nephew, is on his back when he does it, and as 
the story goes, in words and Jeanne Manget's rather cuddly pictures, plodding, yawning, 
balking Skeet becomes more and more captivating. (8/23.LC: 54-8305) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


~362- 
Russell, Mary 





Abingdon Press 


Bailey, Jean 

ROD'S DOG $2.50 
*Rod's dog comes to him hard-won in this heartfelt and entirely unforced story 

of a boy who must get the chip off his shoulder during his first months with an aunt and 

uncle on a Kansas farm. His parents in South America on an engineering job, le year old 

Rod feels hurt, unwanted and as if nastiness and strong demands will be the best policy 

to make Aunt Suse and Uncle Glenn wit to send him away. But the decency deep in him can't 

let his conscience go scot free und the ways in which he rediscovers happiness and responsi- 

bility- at home, with animals aid with the neighborhood gang- make excellent boy psychol- 

ogy and swell story telling. ‘’-nest and steady. Clean drawings by Sidney Quinn. (8/9) 


Wright, Frances Fitzpatrick Abingdon Press 
DAYBREAK AT SAMPEY PLACE $1.50 


Period flavor for these turn of the century adventures of Judy Jemison, as Mrs. 
Wright follows her fortunes in a fifth book dealing with a disturbing turn of events that 
end happily. With the death of Aunt Maria, Judy is willed the town house (remember Yo. 
Eleven Poplar Street?) out the family is reluctant to move from the farm (of Sampey Place). 
Then Mr. Jemison plans a new business, finds tenants for the farm, moves too fast for the 
family's feelings, and the start of the new life means dissensions before new lessons are 
learned in human relations. Sincere. Illustrated by Margaret Ayer. (8/9) 





Ariel-Farrar, Straus & Young 


Adrian, Mary 
THE HIDDEN SPRING MYSTERY $2.50 
Paul and Sue Gray's house in Connecticut is the setting for a patterned mystery, 
for 8 and 9 year olds, that begins when they find notes saying the place is haunted and 
then see a prowler. Detection leads to the culprit- their young gardener Ollie's Uncle 
Charlie whose antique hijacking has threatened to keep Ollie from college but in all it 
is a disappointingly hackneyed affair. The author's other books too are marked by forced 
writing, as if characters and situations were cut from pasteboard. Illustrations by Harve 


Stein are clean and neat. (8/16.1C:54-5203) 


Morrow 


Woolley, Catherine 
GINNIE AND THE NEW GIRL $2.50 


*A perfect story for the nine to ten year olds continues the adventures of Ginnie 
and Geneva and Ginnie Joins In,and makes clear the value of self sufficiency. When the 
new girl Marcia threatens and successfully moves in on her “vest friend" Geneva's affect- 
ions, Ginnie, with help from her mother and a free rein for her natural interest in the 


world around her, conquers her bitterness. Her buoyancy wins back Geneva, and helps solve | | 
Marcia's own family problems that have made her jealous and assertive. Sound, gay treat- © 
ment of real problems. Nicely illustrated by Iris Beatty Johnson. (8/18.LC :54-7097) 








June 15, 1954 EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION -363- 


Graham, Alberta Powell Makers of America Series— Abingdon Press 
LA SALLE RIVER EXPLORER $1.50 


A complete biography of the French explorer takes him from his boyhood 
in Rouen to a treacherous death at the hands of his enemies on the Gulf of Mexico, 
43 years later. Familiar as the events are, there is a clarity and freshness to them 
here as an experienced writer takes them in hand, to tell of the triumphs as well as 
the tragedies and of the complex of jealousies and hatreds that marred La Salle's 
dream of empire. Though he was great, La Salle was hard-headed, a man necessarily 
surrounded by trial and strife, part of it the outcome of his own drive. Recommended 
as introductory material. The drawings by Avery Johnson are quiet and stylistic but 


with period appeal. (8/9) 


Frank, R. Jr. Crowell 


WORK BOATS $2.50 


* Tugs, dredges, menhaden fishers, towers, barges, fire and light ships, cranes, 
freighters and ferries are in this fascinating fact gathering about the ships that do 
the chores in our harbors and rivers and off our shores. A writer-engineer, Mr. Frank 
knows his ropes too as he talks of his various boats- the jobs of the men aboard and 
the special characteristics of each type. Rus Anderson's drawings fill in the details. 
Fine for junior reference shelves and special interests. (Publ. LC:54-5618) 


First Books Franklin Watts 
Publ. $1.75 


Berk, Barbara- THE FIRST BOOK OF STAGE COSTUME AND MAKE-UP- A stand-out 
in the field, for there have been few books of this scope for the age level, is a fine 
layout of clearly, creatively presented ideas. Progressing from simple to difficult, 
the material covers types, periods and stunts and capitalizes on the use of ingenuity 
plus home grown tools wherever possible. Brisk two-tones by Jeanne Bendick complete a 
snappy performance. Bibliography. Index. (LC: 54-5946) 
“lem! b McKay 


THE RETURN OF THE THUNDERBIRD $3.00 


Carrying off her melodrama with even greater aplomb than she did in The 
Venture of tne "Thunderbird", Charlotte Baker continues the adventures of Roy and Jerry 
Lacey, two young Virginians whose father's murder was plotted by their tutor, Mr. Mor- 
ris, and their dastardly cousin Audley. Under the pretext of helping the boys make 
their fortunes, Audley had outfitted the Thunderbird a China trade clipper, and then 
absconded with the ship after abandoning Roy and Jerry in South America and Alaska 
respectively. Now the reunited boys' chase leads them to Hawaii, China, Batavia and 
home, as well as to the capture of Audley, Morris and even their own stepmother (who 
had plotted with Morris all along). Emotionally heavy handed but with firm touches 
of suspense and period atmosphere. Attractively illustrated by the author. (8/9) 


Baker, Charlotte 


Morrow 


Boesch, Mark 
FIRE FIGHTER $2.75 
Forest ranger stories have a unique blend of good vocational material a- 
long with adventure in the wilds. This account of Steve Dalton's first year with Mon- 
tana rangers lives up to the promise. It seems a far cry from Ohio when Steve- on a 
cross country trek- is offered the Montana job. He learns about fire fighting; he 
spends a winter trapping with a pal; he earns money towards a college education in 
forestry; and he has a growing conviction that he has found a good life. Patterned 


but solid. (8/18. LC: 54-7622) 








-364- Twelve to Sixteen- Fiction- continued June 15, 1954 


Miers, Earl Schenck World 
THE KID WHO BEAT THE DODGERS $2.50 





Monkey Shinesand Touchdown Trouble ,books with the elements of human growth and under- ' 


eeand Other Sports Storuess is a warm collection by the loved author of 


standing tied inextricably in with sports. These in their smaller way do the same. Among 
the dozen heroes, there is scrapper Pete Gallagher from Hoboken who wins a catcher's 
berth with the Dodgers; sixteen year old Willie whose father gives him more than a run 
for his money in a tennis tournament; Tom a rancher's son who is convinced that under- 
standing will gentle a bronc, and show up a blackguard. Simple all, but definitely healthy 
for the addicts. Pictures by Paul Galdone. (8/18.1C:54-8171) 

Random House 


Atwater, Montgomery 
CATTLE DOG $2.75 


A vigorous boy and dog story, with a somewhat new slant, in which too much 
happens to be typical, but the telling adds conviction. At 16 Don Buckley is given his 
own dog to work and train, but the puppy Rusty barks, unforgivable in a cattle dog, and 
he must train him in silence. It's a hard month on the open range of a western mountain 
ranch, with work and perils providing testing for both boy and dog. A tightly woven 


story of wilderness battle and man's faith in the animals he trains. (8/16.1C:54-7015) 
TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 
Hatch, Alden Henry Holt 
RED CARPET FOR MAMIE $3.50 


This biographer is out of his field in this somewhat saccharine life of Mamie 
Eisenhower, but on her personal appeal and the exuberance of Hatch's reporting, the book 
has cleéim to acceptance. There is, however, little that makes it more than of passing 
interest. While approval may be anticipated, the discerning reader will find much that 
is hard to take. The Doud family history, Mamie's girlhood in Denver and San Antonio 
the gaieties, the beaux, the family tragedies, all presented with a bit of sugar-coating, 
so that Mamie emerges as something more than human and a trifle dull. The value of tact 
and pretty hats in a career as wife of an increasingly famous husband emerge, but it is 
not enough. Nor is it helped by insipid drawings by Allene Gaty. (8/2.1C:54-9277) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 





Random House 


Herbert, F. Hugh 
I'D RATHER BE KISSED $2.95 

A successor to Corliss Archer, Dolores Keith at fifteen plans to be a famous 
writer when she grows up, and likes to pretend she is nineteen. She spats with the boy 
next door; she idealizes the carpet man (who turns out to be father of a girl in her class 
at school), she learns some of the facts of life when her English teacher gets engaged, 
when she experiments with deceiving her mother, etc. A trip to New York puts some finish- 
ing touches on budding maturity. Deft, debonair- and disarming. (Full report P. 320. 7/12. 
LC :54 -9003) 

PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Sanford, Agnes Harper 
LET'S BELIEVE $2.00 
A novelist, whose inspirational, semi-religious novels are making a significant 
place for themselves, has written a group of pieces- prose and verse- designed to help 
children achieve goals of right thinking and right action. Her central theme in her novels @ 


is prayer at work, and most of these pieces are directed in the same way:- belief, faith, 
understanding how right thinking helps right action, approaching some of the simpler of God's 

laws through familiar things in the child's world. She has used her experience with her own | 
children - and she says "It worked”. Definitely a book to be used with children by parents. | 


Or by instructors in religious education. (Publ. LC: 54-5854) 





